CN ISSN 0049-7886 



The 

WOOD 

DUCK 


HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 

POSTAL STATION E, BOX 5182 - HAMILTON - ONTARIO 


VOLUfOE 40, NUMBER 7 fmRCH 1987 

Page 108 - Conservation Nevjs 

" 109 - Another Opossum Found at Dunnville, 

Ontario, 1985 

" 110 - 1906 Phenological Summary 

" 114 - From the Junior Club 

- Book Review 

" 115 - Brantford Winter Bird Count 1987 

'' 116 - Special Pre-publication Offer 

- Field Events 

" 117 - Hamilton Christmas Bird Count 1986 

" 118 - Notice of March Meeting 

~ Notice of April Meeting 
" 119 - Noteworthy Bird Records 


The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public 
interest.in the study, conservation and appre¬ 
ciation of our natural heritage. Meetings are 
held monthly from September to May inclusive, 
and visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field 
events are scheduled for every month, and a 
complete listing for the entire season may be 
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CONSERVATION MEWS 


by Rob Dobos 


The Conservation Committee is organizing a new program for 
HNC members called the Conservation Participation Program(dubbed 
Conser-paction) , Regular events will be scheduled v/here members 
will participate in local conservation projects and assist other 
conservation groups, such as the Owl Rehabilitation Research Foun¬ 
dation, The Royal Botanical Gardens, etc. A schedule should be 
in place for the 1987-80 year and two events have already been 
planned for this spring. 

An Arbor Day will take place on Sunday, April 26 at Fifty 
Point Conservation Area v/hen volunteers will be needed to help plant 
tree seedlings. Further details will be provided at the next 
Club meeting. 

A clean-up day for Redhill Creek and. Cootes Paradise is 
planned for Saturday, June 6. The fall clean-up in these areas was 
very successful; however, more v7ork needs to be done in these areas. 
A proposal will be sent to the City of Hamilton Pollution Control 
Sub-committee to have June 6 designated as an official Clean-up Day, 
and to encourage other citizen groups to get involved in their own 
areas. Recommendations for possible deterrents to illegal dumping 
of garbage will also be proposed. 

There v/ill be a Niagara Wetlands Workshop at Brock Univer¬ 
sity, St. Catharines, on Saturday, March 28 at 8s30 a.m. sponsored 
by the Peninsula Field Naturalists. Speakers include the Hon. 
Vincent Kerrio (Minister of Natural Resources), the Hon. James 
.Bradley (Minister of the Environment) , and Bob Whittam (Wye Marsh) . 
For more information about this sem,inar on wetlands conservation in 
the Niagara Peninsula contact the Conservatio.n Committee. 

There is some good nev/s regarding the future of Backus Woods. 
The Backus Group has voted unanimrusly for a new management plan 
w.hich will stress a Nature Reserve philosophy for this nationally 
significant woodlot. A five-member advisory committee has been set 
up including two from the Long Point Region Conservation Authority, 
one from the Ontario Heritage Foundation, one local naturalist-; 
and one ecologist along with the CMNR's Southwestern Regional Ecolo¬ 
gist as a non-voting chairman. The idea of salvaging dead trees 
from the Woods has been dropped. However, the Woods will be divided 
into tv70 zones, the first a natural zone, and the second a conser¬ 
vation zone in v/hich removal of trees may only be allowed to pro¬ 
vide artificial openings for other species. Although it is not 
protected as such by lav/. Backus Woods will, we trust, be maintained 
as a nature reserve by all the parties involved. 

More good news on the conservation front; the FON’s plan for 
the "untaxing of nature" has been adonted by the Provincial Govern¬ 
ment. Premier David Peterson has stated, "We will take steps to 
ease the property tax burden that threatens the preservation of land 
that is vital to Ontario's natural heritage." Starting this year, 
property owners of lands classed as heritage lands will be given a 
60% tax rebate if they agree to Iceep their lands in a natural state. 
This means no logging or altering of drainage can be done. Property 
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Conservation Nev/s 

classed as heritage lands includes; sanctuaries and nature reser¬ 
ves owned by non-profit conservation organizations (such as cur 
Club’s two sanctuaries). Environmentally Sensitive Areas designated 
by municipalities, non-revenue producing conservation authority 
lands, provincialiy significant Class 1 and 2 v;etlands and lands 
designated Escarpment Protection Area and Escarpment Natural Area in 
the Niagara Escarpment Plan. By 1989 the Assessment Act will be 
amended to include these plans. Naturalists like ourselves should 
take the time to write a congratulatory letter to the government 
for their decision and ensure that they live up to the plan. 

A reminder that tickets for the Conservation Lottery and the 
Environmentalist of the Year Dinner on Friday, April 3 are available 
at the conservation table. 

************************ 


AN0TI-IEP^ OPOSSUM FOUND AT DUNNVILLE, ONTARIO 190 5 

William W. Judd 


Earlier I reported (Judd, 1982) on the finding of a female 
opossum and its young north of the Grand River at the western out¬ 
skirts of Dunnville, Haldimand-Norfolk Region, Ontario. This 
account was referred to in the report on the population of opossums 
in the Niagara Peninsula by Duncan (1984). 

At 10; 30 a.m,. on August 26, 198 5 when driving into Dunnville 
from the south of the Grand River I found a dead male opossum 
lying on the road. At this site, the road, the "Rainham Road", 
passes over a causeway leading to the south end of the bridge which 
extends northward from the community of Byng into Dunnville. Wide 
marshes of the broad-leaved cat-tail, Typha latifoli a, extend 
eastward and westward along the river at the side of the causeway„ 
The opossiam had evidently been killed the previous night on the 
causeway. 

On the same day as I found it, I photographed it (my photo 
No. 1181). It vjas 31.5 inches from the tip of the nose to the end 
of the tail. The end of the tail was truncated, its extremity 
having been removed, possibly by mechanical injury or frostbite. 
Duncan (1984) reports that frostbite results in partial loss of ears 
and tail.. The ears in the specimen were complete and rounded in 
outline. After being photographed the animal was discarded. 

References 

Duncan, B.W. 1984. Opossums ( Didelphis virg i niana ) in the Niagara 
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Judd,W.W. 1902. A female opossum with young from Dunnville,Ontario, 
Ontario Field Biologist, 36; 39. 

Department of Zoology, University of Western Ontario, London, 
Ontario, N6A 5B7 
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by Ron Hepvrorth 

The vfinter of 'fa6 started out in fairly normal fashion but with below av¬ 
erage snowfall during January. After a mid-January thaw, vanter returned in full 
force during Febmaiy. It appeareo. at first that the cold weather was going to 
break in xoid—february (as it did in 19&5j, hovrever, intermittent coid persisted 
well into Mrch delaying the beginning of spring growth by 5 to 10 days. Above 
normal snowfall accuiaulated in February lasted until mid-iaarch. 

This growth lag was quickly corrected during the last week of I4arch v/hen near 
record v?arm temperatures advanced growth to near normal and even early for some 
species, ihe sudden heat resulted in a very short maple sap season. Bronte Creek 
was flowing at its peak on March 14. Frost v/as out of the ground by March 25 at 
Bronte and i'iarch 28 at Sheridan Park. 

During April growth was advanced by 5 to 10 days at mid-uionth but slowed 
uov.n toirards normal by the end of the month. Grov/th continued to be slightly 
early through May (about 1 to 2 days earlier than 1985). A heat wave at the end 
of May was partially offset by a cool first v/eek of June, however flov^ering dates 
remained somevjhat early through most of June and in fact tiirough the suumier. 

Above xiormal rainfall tiirough the su mer months kept the v/oods moist and the mos¬ 
quitoes active. 

Witch-hazel began to bloom on Sept. 20 reaching pealc bloom about Oct. 10, and 
fixially witnering about hov. 15 although a few blooms persisted uiitil the end of 
November. Autumn color peaked about Oct. 17 and the vjocds v/ere mostly bare by 51st. 

The uable belovf includes the 1966 flowering record for the two areas, Bronte 
Park soutn of Upper Middle Rd. and the Sheridan Park greenbelt in Mississauga. 

1986 flowering dates at Slieridan Park averaged about 1.2 days later tiian at Bronte 
betv/een xvarcn and June. The actual v/eekly trends are shovm in the accompanying 
graph. The plotted data represents a compilation of approximately I6u pheno records 
for the year. In the table dates v/hicli have been estimated or interpolated are 
followed by 'E'. 


.9p,sc_iea_ jobs^eiyed in 1986 

Bronte Sli.Pk. 

' APRIL"'"' 

^""12/13 
13/14 
13/14 

14E 17 

I6/17E 17 

17 21 

17E 2uB 

17E 

18 

18 21 

18 21 

16 

19 21 

20/21 25/26 

21 
21E 

21/22 

next page) 


.Sp_q_cies 

pennycress 

coltsfoot 

bealced hazel (pollen) 
trembling aspen (pollen) 
American elm 

sharp-lobed hepatica 
blue squill (in woods) 
Chinese elm (pollen) 
American elm (pollen) 
buffaloberry 
red maple 
pussy vjillow 
slippery elm (pollen) 
blue cohosh 

Ig-tooth aspen (pollen) 
forsythia spp 


rpn t_e Sh. Pk. 

'march 
■' ■ 29 


30/31 

31 


30 


31 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 


1/2 
1 

APRIL 


6/7 

6E 

8 


7 

7 

8 

9/10 


Sp_scie_s 

heart-leaved willov/ 
red trillium 
wild ginger 
shepherd's purse 
Penn, sedge (pollen; 
vreepinli v/illow 
narrow spring beauty 
bloodroot 
v/ild strawberry 
yellow trout lily 
wood rush (pollenj 
Manitoba maple 
dandelion (in open) 
vdiite trillium 
white trout lily 
Dutcliman's breeches 
early saxifrage 

(continued on 
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First Flowering Dates (cont'd) 


S_g_e,cd^s^ 

]3:^nte_ SJutic. 
""APRIL 

Species 

Bronte Sh.Pk.^ 

black willov? 


chokecherry 

6/7 

7 

marsh-inarig'O Id 

24 

wild geranium 

6/7 

5 

purple cress 

24E 

I'lacintosh apple 

7 


sugar maple 

24B 

wnite ash (pollen) 

7B 

7 

servicebarry 

25/26 

conmion purple lilac 

7 

8 

cutleaf toothvfort 

25 

white honeysuckle 


early meadow rue 

25 28E 

celandine 

8 


dog violet 

26S 

early hav/thom spp 

8 

9 

periwiiilile (myrtle) 

25/26 

rose mandarin 

9 


jack-in-the-pulpit 

26 30 

Red Delicious apple 

10 

11/12 

common chiclcvjeed 

27 / 28 E American beech 


wood anemone 

27/28 

horse chestnut 

11 

12/13 

12/13 

poppergrass s^-p 

26/27 

red oalc (pollen) 


smooth serviceberry 

28 

running strav/beriy bush 


European red currant 

27 27/28 

hairy Solomon's seal 


13 

common groundsel 

27 

American h, ech (pollen) 


13 

European gooseberry 

27/28 

starflower 

12/13 

13 

barren strawberry 

28/29E dryland blueberry 


yellow violet 

29E 

Northern Spy apple 

13 


pussytoes 

28/29 29/38 

black medic 

13 

15 

large fiovrered bellv/ort 

29E 

glossy buckthorn 


14 

buffalo currant 

29 

lily-of-the-vailey 

14 

15 

early low blueberry 

30 

sv7ai..p buttercup 


15 

hop hornboam (pollen) 

30/1 

common cinquefoil 


15 

cumiaon blue violet 

29 / 3 OB 1 / 2 B 

red-osier dogwood 


15 

red ash (pollen) 

30/1 

wild sarsaparilla 

14 

15 

blue beech (pollen) 

1 

cleavers 


Eur. v/hxte birch (pollen) 

3 OB 38 /lm 

chives 

15 

16 

red-berried elder 

30 

MY 

blue-eyed grass 

V7ild columbine 

15 

small-flowered crowfoot 

IB ' "6 

fa.ls8 flax 

15 


field pennycress 

1 1 

chinquapin calc (polj.enj 

15/16 


prickly gO -.seberry 

2E 

seneca snalceroot 

15/16 

17B 

black currant 

1 

wkiite oalc (pollen) 

16 

Italian prune plum 

1 

cormuon buckthorn 

16 

17 

Red Haven peach 

1 

yellovr pimpernel 

16 


moss phlox 

1 

forget-me-not 

16 


corn speedwell 

IB 5 

ho’i-md's tongue 

16 

17E 

field horsetail (pollen) 

3 

smooth honeysuckle 

16/17 

garlic mustard. 

2 5 

false Solomon's seal 

19 

yellow rocket 

2 3/4 

dame's rocket 

I 6/17 


Virginia bluebells 

3 

star-of-Bethlehem 

17 

18 

he;:ibit 

4/5 

star cniclcvjeed 


ground ivy 

4 

V7ild red raspberry 

17 

18E 

red baneberiy 

4/5 

yellovf wood-sorrel 

17 

16 

wild black currant 

4/5 

herb robert 


loB 

I 8/19 

Japanese barberry 

5 5/6 

cursed crov/foot 

17 /I 8 

long-spurred violet 

5 

black cherry 

I 9 B 

thyme-leaved speedwell 

6 

sheep sorrel 

18 

bastard toadflax 

6B 

vfhite campion 


small-leaved peppergrass 

6 

silvery cinquefoil 

18 

20 

fringed polygala 

6 

tufted or cow vetch 


ajuga 

6 

bird's-foot trefoil 

19 

21 

tartarian honeysuckle 

6/7 

tall buttercup 

20 

wayfaring tree 

7 

Virginia waterleaf 

20 

24 

star-flowered Sol. seal 

6/7 

yellow goat's-beard 

(continued on 

20 

next page) 

20 
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First Flowering Dates 

(c^nf 

,, 112 

6 .) 



,S_pecies, 

Bronte 


Speckles 

Bronte 

ShoPk. 


K 

kl 


JUl'IE 

vald asparagus 

21 

23E 

poison ivy 

7 

3/4 

Bridlewreath spirea 

21 


field bindv7eed 


8 

nannyberiy 

21 

22 

spreading dogbane 

7/8 


sheep sorrel (pollen) 


22/23 

grey dogwood 

8 / 9 B 

10 

coinfrey 

21/22 


privet 

10 

12 

chauioiiiile 

21/22 


mothervrort 

10 


ox-eye daisy 

22/23 

26 

Indian hemp 


11 

G'aiiada aneinone 

23E 


night-flov7ering catchfly 

11 


sliagbark hickory (pollen) 

23 / 24 F 

25 / 26 E 

rough avens 

llE 

12E 

alternate-leaved dogvrood 

24 


pasture rose 


I 3 / 14 E 

dovrny arroimood 

24F 

26/27 

white sweet-clover 

13E 

14E 

conunon fleabane 

24 

26 

staghorn sumac 

13 

I 5/16 

carrion flower 

24/25 

28 

heal-all 


16 

bitter hickory (pollen) 

24/25 


common milkiveed 


16 

yellow svfest-clover 

24/25 

27 

Queen Aime’s lace 

I 5 / 16 E 

I 2 / 13 E 

northern bedstrav; 

24/25 


narrov7-leaved cattail 


17 

silvenveed 

25 


Deptford pink 


17 

pearl gromwell 

25/26 


thyme 

16 


bladder caiiipion 

26 


wild garlic 

17 


charlock 

26 

26 

v;ild basil 


18 

red clover 

26 

26 

purple-flov/ering raspberry I 7 /I 8 


conmion blackb.,rry 

26 

22 

sow thistle 

17/18 

18 

snioketree 

26 


scarlet pimpernel 

18 


white clover 


27/28 

northern catalpa 

18 

19/20 

rough conquefoil 

27 

3 OE 

common St. John's-v/ort 

19/20 

21 

riverbanlc grape 

27 

30 

thimbleweed 

20 


yellow hawlcv/eed 

27 

26 

vfhite avens 

20 

I 5/16 

comiiion speodvjell 

27 / 26 F 

27 

Virginia creeper 

20 


iilur. highbush cranberrj'- 

28F 


purple loosestrife 

20 


slender vetch 


29 

common elderberry 

20 

21 

early avens 


30 

moneyvfort 

20/21 


orange hawlcweed 

30 


tall meadow rue 

21 


black snakeroot 


30/31 

Canada thistle 


23 

climbing nightshade 

29 / 3 OF 

26 

pale jev/elweod 

22 / 23 E 


pineappleweed 

29/30 

28 

summer grape 

22/23 


curled dock 


31 

catnip 

24 

3 

maple-leaved viburnum 

30 


water plantain 


26/27 


JIThE 

spotted jev7elv/eed 


28/29E 

smooth wild rose 


1/2 

aiigolica 

29 


vrormseed uiustard 


2 

Michigan lily 

30 E 


bush honeysuckle 


2 

fringed loosestrife 

30 

29E 

black v/alnut (pollenJ 

1/2 



JULY 

hoary alyssum 

2 


cattail 


2 

rough-fruited cinquefoil 

2 

4 

enchanter's nightshade 

2 

1 

narrow-leaved plantain 

2 


V7ild bergamot 

2 


yarrow 

2 

3B 

common agrimony 

2/3 


daisy fleabane 


3 

American basswood 

3/4 

26 

butter-and-eggs 

2/3 

5 

hairy willowherb 


5 

alfalfa 

3/4 


virgin's bov/er 

4/5 


hairy beard-tongue 

3/4 


elecampane 


5/6 

multiflora rose 

4/5 

7 

early goldonrod 


5/6 

round-leaved dogwood 

4/5 


wild leek 

6/7 


chicory 

5 

3B 

bouncing-bet 

7E 


rivei’banlc anemone 

6 


lopseed 

7 / 8 B 


smaller forget-me-not 


7/8 

evexiing'-primrose 

9/10 


mossy stonecrop 

7 


helleborine 


11 




(continued 

on next 

pagey 




iTirst i'lovferinb Dates (curit'd^ 
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Sjpec;L_es 

creeping bellflov/er 
boneset 

large-leaved aster 
teasel 

spotted Joe—Pye weed 
purple-leaved willowherb 
coiiMon burdock 
white siialceroot 
pale siaartvraed 
grass-leaved goidenrod 

bulx thistle 
heart-leaved aster 
calico astor 
thiii-leavcd coneflowor 
arrow-leaved aster 


Bronto Sii.Pk, 

Species 

Bronte 

Sh.Pk. 

JULY 


AUGUST 

12 ' " '" 13/14 

green-headed coneilower 

11/12 


19/2e 

suiooth aster 

12 


20/21 

Canada goidenrod 


13 

2e/21 

i\!ev7 England aster 

15 

7/8 

23/24 

great bluo lobelia 

I 5/16 


24 

gray goidenrod 


16/17 

24 / 25 B 

i groundnut 

17 


2cjE 

tali white aster 


19 

29/30 

blue-stem goidenrod 

22/23 


30 

white lettuce 

29 


AUGUST 

beggar-ticks 

31 /lL 

31 /lE 

IE 


SEPT. 

5 heath 

aster 

4 / 5 E 

8 

6/7 

zig-zag goidenrod 



7 

beech-drops 


8/9 

lOB 

witch-hazel 

20 

23 


Firsts Aj)pqar^ce_ Records p_f. 5^avma„0bseiTreji in 15)86 


Western Chorus Frog 
Garter Snalce 
Suckers - Snoldon Ck. 
Dekay's Snalcc 
iiourning Oloalc Butterfly 
Water Striders 
Spring Peeper E'rog 


Sh,Hc.„ 
Apr 1 


B rqn to 
Mar 29 
Mar 31 
Mar 3u 
Mar 31 

Apr 13M Apr 24 
Mar 3C 
Mar 30B 


Sjp_eci_es, 

Bioyite, 

Sh.Pk., 

Auerican Toad 

Apr 19/20 

Bumblebee flying 

Mar 30 


Spittlebug 

May 11 

May I 7 E 

Inchv7orms (l cm) 


May 25 E 

Crickets singing 

May 21 

Jun 6 

Dragon Fly (4-spot) 

Jun 13 

Jun 17 

Damsel Fly Spp 

Jun 10 



IWm. & JfiMM 

MARCH_ 4 i 

APRIL" I'T 
2 
3 


-1 


0 


+1 


+2 


+3 


KO. oF hkCyiiDS 


MAY 


JUWM 


JULY 


1 

2 

3 

_4 

1 

2 

3 

4 


AUGUST 


1 
2 

3 

4 
1 
2 
3 

_1 

SilPTMiffiERl 

2 

3 

4 


mill 


imiiii 


miiimi; 

.imiiii 



5 

mmmi; 

.mmm. 

;i 


5 

liimim: 

.mmm. 

;mmm; 

:mii 

2 

mmmi. 

;mmm 



7 

iimiim: 

:mm 



10 

iliiririii; 

:mi 



17 

mmmi: 

,111 



10 

;;mmm: 




15 

;;mm 




23 




! 18 

Im 

GROV/TH L.4G AT SIlERlDAM PAlRt 15 
' COi-RARED 11) BR0¥TE,0_itt^o 7 

_ 


1 _ 1986 

— 

5 


mi 

mmmi 


ill 

iimmii 


mmm 

mmm 


GRID DAYS - HURIZ. 
MUlVi'HS - VERT.: 


iiiiimmiimmuim 

II 

mmm: 
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-1 


0 


+1 


+2 


+3 


+4 


4 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 
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FROM THE JUNIOR CLUB; CAN YOU GUESS WHO I AM? 

by Sarah King (Age 8) 


1. I have a red breast. I am a grayish brown colour. When 

I am young my breast is speckled. Whom am I? 

2. I am a red colour. I have a black patch near my bill. 

I have a pointed red crest. Who am I? 

3. I am blue. I always show off. i have a blue crest. I 
make a noise that sounds like this: Jeeahl Jeeahl 

Who am I? 

4. I have a red head. I am a solid black except for a few 

white stripes. Under my wings I am white too. Who am I? 

5. I have a gray cap. I have a v/hite breast. The upper 
part of my breast is black. I have white cheeks with some 
black on them. I am often found on a farm or city, who 

am I? 

************************* 

BOOK REVIEW 

LOOKING FOR THE WILD ( Doubleday, Toronto^ 1986 $22.95 ) 

by Lyn Hancock 


In 1983 naturalist-writer Lyn Hancock accompanied Gus Yaki on 
a 90--day jaunt around North America, a re-creation of the 30,000 
mile odyssey undertaken in 1953 by Roger Tory Peterson and James 
Fisher. Having birded with Gus on several occasions and having spent 
a week withLyn on Vancouver Island in the summer of 1984 I had been 
eagerly awaiting the publication of the latter's account of their 
venture (Doubleday, 1986). 

This is no mere recounting of the landscapes traversed and the 
birds encountered. Lyn is a "people person" and the personalities 
of chose who joined the undertaking and those they met along the way 
permeate the book. Those v;ho Jinow Gus and his dislike of cities and 
his love of plays on v/ords will readily recognize their friend. 

Lyn s personal mission was to share with the reader v/hat has been 
gained and lost in the environmental battle at the sites visited 
over the intervening 30 years. Lyn optimistically concludes that 
in Wild America, for now, I think we are possibly winning, or at 
least maintaining the status quo". 

While hardly a scholarly study for the professional ornitho¬ 
logist, Looking for the Wild is an entertaining and enlightening 
"read" by a skilled author for the recreational birder and the com¬ 
mitted conservationist. 


******************* Lois Evans 

(1. Robin 2. Cardinal 3. Blue Jay 4„ Red-haaded Woodpecker 5. House 
Sparrow) 
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BRANTFORD WINTER BIRD COUNT 1987 

Bill Lamond 


The second consecutive Brantford Winter Bird Count was held 
on January 10th of this year. Organizers, Kay Rutherford and shel.ia 
Smith, reported an increase of 6 species and 7176 individuals over 
last year's inaugural count. This increase occurred despite bad 
weather conditions on the day of the count. The area covered inc.-* 
luded all of Brant County, half of which is within the Hamilton 
Birding Circle. The highlights of this year's count included Gray 
Partridge, Snowy Owl, Red-headed Woodpecker, Northern Mockingbird, 
Eastern Meadowlark, Rufous-sided Tov/hee, Field Sparrow and 2585 Snow 
Buntings. 

Perhaps some members of the HNC would like to participate in 
next year's count. Please contact me for more details. 

The 1987 Count results are as follows: Great Blue Heron 5; 
Canada Goose 299, Am. Black Duck 20; Mallard 270; Common Goldeneye 
26; Common Merganser 22; Sharp'-shinned hawk 2; Cooper's Hawk 3; Red¬ 
tailed Havi/k 4 9 ;Rough-legged Hawk 2; Northern Harrier 2; American 
Kestrel 35; Gray Partridge 13; Ruffed Grouse 16; Herring Gull 392; 
Ring-billed Gull l4; Great Black-backed Gull 1; Rock Dove 706; 
Mourning Dove 394; Eastern Screech“Owl 7; Great Horned Owl 11;Snowy 
Owl 1; Belted Kingfisher 10; Red-headed Woodpecker 1; Dov/ny Wood¬ 
pecker 140; Hairy Woodpecker 26; Pileated Woodpecker 1; Horned Lark 
377? Blue Jay 320; American Crow 130; Black-capped Chickadee 639; 
White-breasted Nuthatch 106? Red-breasted Nuthatch 12; Brown Creeper 
11; American Robin 4" Golden-crowned Kinglet 39; Northern Mocking - 
bird 1; Cedar Waxwing 53; Northern Shrike 5; European Starling_2977; 
Northern Cardinal 277? Rufous-sided Towhee 1; Dark-eyed Junco 766; 

Am. Tree Sparrow 556; Field Sparrow 1; White-crowned Sparrow 5; Svramp 
Sparrow 3; Song. Sparrow 38; Snow Bunting 2585 ; Brown-headed Cowbird 
16; Rusty Blackbird 1; Red-v/inged Blackbird 2; Eastern Meadowlark 3; 
American Goldfinch 364; Pine Siskin 250; Common Redpoll 339? Purple 
Finch 212; House Finch 71? Evening Grosbeak 162; House Sparrow 2180. 

Total - 60 species; 15,474 individuals. 

Seen on day before and/or day after count but not seen on count day; 
Fbd-bellied Woodpecker . 

Thanks to Kay Rutherford and Shelia Smith vrho supplied the 
information for this article. 
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SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER 
"THE NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY OF HALDIflAND-NORFOLK" 


The Natural Areas Inventory of Haldiroand-Norfolk is publishing 
the results of a two-year intensive field study. We wish to offer 
you this two-volume set at a special pre-publication price of $30.00 
plus handling and postage. 

The Natural Areas Inventory of Haldimand-Norfolk was sponsored 
by the Norfolk Field Naturalists and financially supported by federal 
and provincial employment programmes. Ministry of Natural Resources, 
World Wildlife Fund, Ontario Heritage Foundation, Long Point Foun¬ 
dation for Conservation, Royal Canadian Geographical Society, Stelco, 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club, Norfolk Field Naturalists and private 
donations. The field work was conducted in 1985-86. The principal 
researchers were Mary Gartshore, Jon McCracken and Don Sutherland. 

The results of the study will appear in two soft cover, spiral 
(cerlox) bound volumes with over 600 pages of text, 120 maps and 60 
photographs. Volume I will consist of descriptions of 80 Signifi¬ 
cant Natural Areas and Significant Sites with details on location, 
physical features, vegetation, significant species and selection 
criteria. Volume II will consist of an annotated checklist of 
vascular plants, birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians found within 
the Region of Haldimand-Norfolk. Details of status, historical and 
recent records, habitat and management will'be presented for signi¬ 
ficant species. Additional annotated checklists of flora and fauna 
will be included. 

The pre-publication price of $30.00 is offered at cost. The 
price will increase to $40.00 at time of publication (May 15, 1987), 
Deadline for receipt of payment is 30 April 1987, Only 200 copies 
will be produced. 

Writes Natural Areas Inventory 

Box 424, Waterford, Ontario 
NOE lYO 

*********************** 

FIELD EVENTS 


MARCH 1 - MAY 31 


BEAMER HAWK WATCH 


There is usually someone on hand to help with hawk identifi¬ 
cation at Beamer Memorial Conservation Area on the Escarp¬ 
ment at Grimsby. Bring v/arm clothes, field guide and bino¬ 
culars and don't go on a rainy day. Southerly winds bring 
good flights. The best times are the last week in March 
and the last two in April. 

LONG POINT 


Mid to late March is a good time to visit Long Point to see 
the Whistling (now called Tundra) giwans, geese and ducks on 
their north and westward migrations. The cause'way. Port Royal 
Conservation Area and fields north of the Big Creek Marsh are 
all excellent places to vievz the birds feeding and resting. 
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Field Events - Long Point 


Ihe Junior Club members v/ill be going to Long Point on March 21 but 
no field trip is planned for the "senior" Club, However, the area is 
worth visi-t-ing in early spring to enjoy one of Ontario’s great v/ild'-- 
life.spectacles. Be prepared for very cold, damp conditions if you 
go. 


Etom the Hamilton area, take Kighv/ay 6 south to Jarvis, then Highway 
3 west to .Simcoe, Highway 24 south and west to Highv/ay 59 and High- 
way 59 south. Highway 59 becomes the causeway at Long Point, 

************************** 


HAMILTON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1986 


Ifamilton, Ontario 43 degrees IG’N, 79 degrees 52’W,, centre at York 
and Dundurn Sts, All points within a 15 mile (24 km) diameter 
circle to include Hamilton, part of Burlington, Lake Medad, Water- 
down, Millgrove, Greensville, Dundas, Mineral Springs, Ancaster, 
Southcote, Hannon and part of Stoney Creek? elevation; 245 to 1000 
feet (89 to 361 m)? Habitat coverages Mixed woods 35%, towns 25%, 
open water 20%, farmland 19% and marshes 1%, 

December 26 4:20 a.m.to 5 p,m, A.M. mostly cloudy, P.M. partly 
cloudy. Temperature 28 degrees to 34 degrees F(-2 degrees to +1 
degree C) Wind WSW 11 mph. (17 km/hr). Snov7 cover nil. Fresh water 
mostly open. Wild food crop fair. Sixty-four observers, 50 in 25 
parties with 14 at feeders. Total party hours 182 (142 on foot, 

40 by car) plus 21.5 hours at feeders and 4,5 hours owling. Total 
party miles 536 (1245 on foot, 411,5 by car) plus 43 miles owling, 

GbuntsCommon Loon 4, Double-crested Cormorant 2, Great Blue Heron 12, 
Black-crowned Night~Heron 6 , Mute Siijan 18, Canada Goose 2670 , Green¬ 
winged Teal 31, American Black Duck 466, Mallard 1198, Northern Pin¬ 
tail 46, Northern Shoveler 14, Gadv;all 144, Canvasback 19, Redhead 
27, Greater Scaup 974, Lesser Scaup 100, Oldsquaw 45, Coraraon Golden¬ 
eye 132, Bufflehead 199, Hooded Merganser 21, Common Merganser 1218, 
Red-breasted Merganser 23, Ruddy Duckl2, Bald Eagle la. Sharp-shinned 
Hawk 2, Cooper's Hawk 1, Northern Goshawk 1, Red-tailed Hawk 117, 
Rough-legged Hawk 7, American Kestrel 45, Ring-necked Pheasant 9, 
Ruffed Grouse 9, American Coot 7, Spotted Sandpiper 1 ,Ring-billed 
Gull 763, Herring Gull 1563, Iceland Gull 1, Glaucous Gull 2, Great 
Black-backed Gull 109, Rock Dove 1769, Mourning Dove 660, Eastern 
Screech-Owl 15, Great Horned Ov/l 25, Snowy Owl 1,Long-eared Owl 14, 
Saw-whet Owl 1, Belted Kingfisher 10, Downy Woodpecker 163, Hairy 
Woodpeclcer 307 Northern Flicker 29, Pileated Woodpecker 6, Blue Jay 
343, Common Crow 2716, Black-capped Chickadee 1606, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch 11, White-breasted Nuthatch 137, Brown Creeper 29, Carolina 
Wren 1, Winter Wren 8, Golden-crowmed Kinglet 29, Eastern Bluebird 4, 
American Robin 174, Northern Mockingbird 8, Cedar Waxwing 445, 
Northern Shrike 6, European Starling 35,000, Yellow-rumped VJarbler 1, 
Common Yellowthroat 1, Northern Cardinal 255, American Tree Sparrow 
766, Song Sparrow 33, Swamp Sparrov.? 13, White-throated Sparrov^ 36, 
Dark-eyed Junco 696, Snow Bunting 32, Red-v/inced Blackbird 5, Brown¬ 
headed Cov/bird 9, Pine Grosbeak 1, Purple Finch 24, Ecuce Finch 422 , 
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Hamilton Christmas Bird Count 1986 


Common Redpoll 162, Pine Siskin 572, American Goldfinch 530,Evening 
Grosbeak 116, House Sparrov; 2544. 

Total ; 85 species, 59,447 individuals. (In count area count week, 

but hot seen count day; White-v/inged Scoter, Northern Harrier, 
Bonaparte's Gul1) 

Observers ; Jeff Blezius, Hazel Broker, John Carson, Gerald Chappie, 
Michael Clark, George Coker, James Cram, William Crins, Robert 
Curry, Floyd Deiter, Rob Dobos, Fleanor and Robert Doering, David, 
Robert and Ted Dinniwell, Robert Elstone, Robert Finlayson, John 
Gallo, Denys Gardiner, Brad and Les Gray, Gary Hanna, Mark Jennings 
(compiler-#308-5348 Lakeshore Rd. E. , Bur ling ton, Ont. L71. 4Z2), 
Dennis Lev/ington, Derek Ludkin, Nancy Lyne, Bruce Mackenzie,Kathlee 
MacNamara, Harold and Kevin MacPherson, Gail and Tony Mason, Doug 
McCallum, Kevin McLaughlin, John Miles, Laurel North, Minnie 
Odenkirchen, John Olmsted, Dave and Thelma Powell, Peter Richardson 
Ron Ridout, Anne and Tom Reid, Anne Sentpetery, Kira Sibakin, Paul 
Smith, William Smith, Ralph Speak, Henry Sprague, Robert Stamp, 

Tim Stojry, Ruth Summers, Donald Sutherland, Sam Tabone, Mary 
Thompson, Robert Waldhuber, Gerry Whitworth, David Williamson, 
Chauncey and Sarah Wood, Alan Wormington, Brian Wylie,(Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club). 

Many thanks to the many people who provided the meal after the bird 
count and to Barb McKean and The Royal Botanical Gardens for the 
use of the Nature Interpretive Centre. Now is the time to circle 
Saturday, December 26, 1987. Good Birding. 

Mark Jennings 

A********************* 


NOTICE OF MARCH MEETING 

Date Monday, March 9, 1987 - 8:00 p.ra. 

Place Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington 

Topic Environmental’ Impact of Hydro Transmission, 
Ms. Sheelagh Laurance, Public Relations 
Department, Ontario Hydro 

********************** 

NOTICE OF APRIL MEETING 

Date Monday, April 13, 1987 - 8:00 p.m. 

Place Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington 

Topic Outdoor Education for Young People; 

Ms. Audrey Wilson, Consultant, 
Northumberland Board of Education. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to Dec. 31, 1986 - 254 
* Indicates first record for the; year 
F indicates first record for the migration 
L indicates last record for the migration 

Underlined species or dates indicates that a written documentation is required 


NOVEMBER 


Bohemian Waxwing 

Nov 25* 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave Powell 

Nashville Warbler 

Nov 30 

1 

Skyline Dr. Dundas 

Robert Stamp 

DECEl-lBER 





Red-throated Loon 

Dec 13 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Common Loon 

Dec 5-16 

4 

Burlington Bay 

Rob Dobos 


Dec 21 

1 

Fifty Point C.A, 

McLaughlin 


Dec 31 

1 

LaSalle Park 

If 

Horned Grebe 

Dec 21 

5 

Fifty Point C.A. 

!l 


Dec 31 

1 

Beach Canal 

11 

Red-necked Grebe 

Dec 31 

5 

LaSalle Park 

If 

Double-crest. Cormorant 

Dec 5-16 

3 

Lax landfill 

Dobos 


Dec 7 

1 

Fifty Point C.A. 

George Coker,Ray Hughe 


Dec 26 

1 

VJindermere Basin 

Robert Curry, 

Tony & Gall Mason 



1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Brad & Les Gray 


Dec 31 

3:2 

Woodland:Windermere 

McLaughlin 

Black-crown. Night Heron 

Dec 6 

9 

Woodward Ave. at 

Bill Lamond, 




Windermere 

McLaughlin 


Dec 26 

6 

n 

McLaughlin, Robert 
Waldhuber 

Mute Swan 

Dec 24 

14 

Beach Canal 

McLaughlin 

Wood Duck 

Dec 6 

Im 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond, McLaughlin 


Dec 13 

If 

Sioux Lookout 

McLaughlin 

Green-winged Teal 

Dec 26 

21 

Windermere Basin 

Curry, Masons 


Dec 26 

9 

Red Hill Creek 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


Dec 26 

1 

Christie C.A. 

Robert Doering, 

Henry Sprague 

Northern Pintail 

Dec 26 

44 

Windermere Basin 

Curry, Masons 


Dec 26 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Robert Finlayson, 

Alan Wormlngton 

Blue-v/ing. Teal x 

Worth. Shoveler 

Dec 6 

Im 

Windermere Basin 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Northern Shoveler 

Dec 26 

14 


Curry, Masons 

Canvasback 

Dec 12 

25 

Lax landfill 

Dobos 


Dec 24 

25 

LaSalle Park 

McLaughlin 

Ring-necked Duck 

Dec 8 

2 

Carroll's Point 

Lamond 

White-winged Scoter 

Dec 21 

21 

Lake at Gray's Rd. 

McLaughlin 


Dec 24 

10 

Van Wagner's Beach 

1? 

Common Merganser 

Dec 16 

2200 

Burlington Bay 

Dobos 

Bed-breast. Merganser 

Dec 16 

7 

east end of Bay 

It 

Ruddy Duck 

Dec 24 

19 

Windermere Basin 

McLaughlin 


Dec 26 

12 

H 

Curry, Masons 

Bald Eagle 

Dec 12-16 

la 

Carroll's Point 

Dobos 


Dec 26 

la 


Grays 

Northern Harrier 

Dec 21 

5 

Saltfleet Marsh 

McLaughlin 


Dec 24 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

If 


Dec 29 

1 

Dundas 

Michael Clark 
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Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Dec 2-28 

(9 birds, 8 sightings 

m. obs. 

Cooper’s Hawk 

Dec 6 

1 

Lynden at Hwy. 99 

Keith Burke, Wormington 


Dec 26 

1 

Beverly Swamp 

John Miles et al 

Northern Goshawk 

Dec 26 

1 

It 

It 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Dec 13 

1 

Green Mountain Rd. 

Dobos 


Dec 14 

3 

No. 2 Side Rd. 

Denys Gardiner, 

William Smith 

Gray Partridge 

Dec 25 

8 

Brantford 

John Galloway 

Ruffed Grouse 

Dec 20 

4 

Dundas Valley 

Clark 

American Coot 

Dec 5-16 

10 

Lax landfill 

Dobos 


Dec 26 

7 

tJ 

Curry, Masons 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Dec 13 

l(lst wlnter)Beach Canal 

McLaughlin 


Dec 14on 

1 

Beach Canal 

m. obs. 


Dec 26 

1 

If 

Gardiner, Smith 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Dec 24 

la 

Van Wagner's Beach 

McLaughlin 

Thayer's Gull 

Dec 31 

la 

Spencer Smith Park 

t1 

Iceland Gull 

Dec 21 

la 

Toll Gate Ponds 

If 


Dec 26 

lover Beverly Swamp 

Miles et al 

Glaucous Gull 

Dec 15 

9 

Burlington Bay 

Laraond 


Dec 30 

5 

Toll Gate Ponds 

Dobos 

Great Black-backed Gull 

Dec 16 

116 

Burlington Bay 

II 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

Dec 26 

13 

Beverly Swamp 

Miles et al 


Dec 26 

2 

Sulphur Springs 

John Olmsted 

Snowy Owl 

Dec 1-31 

2imm 

east end of Bay 

Dobos 


Dec 13 

1 

Binbrook' 

Galloway 


Dec 16 

1 

Bay at Victoria Ave 

. Bobos 


Dec 26 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Curry, Masons 

Long-eared Owl 

Dec 26 

10 

east of North Glanford Rick Ludkin 


Dec 26 

3 

south of Waterdown 

William Coins, 

Donald Sutherland 


Dec 26 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Grays 

Short-eared Owl 

Dec 13 

4 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Dobos, Lamond 


Dec 15 

3 

3 km. n.w. of Cayuga Bruce Duncan 

Northern Saw-Whet Owl 

Dec 22 

2 

Ninth Line at Upper 
Middle Rd. 

Kathleen MacNamara, 
Ralph Speak 


Dec 26 

1 

Waterdown Rd. 

Ron Ridout, Gerry 
Whitworth 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Dec 15on 

1 

Oriskany Area 

Duncan 


Dec 25 

1 

2 km. n.w. of Cayuga " 


Dec 28 

1 

3 km. n.w. of Cayuga " 

Carolina Wren 

Dec 26 

1 

Little John Rd.Dundas Gerald Chappie 

Eastern Bluebird 

Dec 5 

1 

Winona 

Coker, Hughes 


Dec 6 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond, McLaughlin 


Dec 10:14 

1:4 

Dundas Valley 

Clark 


Dec 26 

4 

If 

Stamp 


Dec 27 

2 

Kerns Rd. Peter & Jennifer 

Richardson 

To\msend's Solitaire 

Dec 6-29 

1 

Rattray's Marsh 

Alex Gray 

American Robin 

Dec 26 

100 

s.e. of Ancaster 

Tim Story 


Dec 29 

70 

Dundas Valley 

Clark 

Northern Shrike 

Dec 6 

1 

York Rd. 

Lamond, McLaughlin 


Dec 13 

1 

Mud St. 

Lamond 


Dec 22 

1 

Mount Healy 

Duncan 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Dec 26 

1 

Bull's Point 

Finlayson, Wormington 

Common Yellowthroat 

Dec 26 

1 

Willow Point 

(I II 

White-croi'med Sparrow 

Dec Ion 

4 

Winona 

Hughes 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Dec 14 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Gardiner, Smith 


Dec 26 

4 

Waterdown 

Goins, Sutherland 


Dec 26 

1 

Van Wagner's Marsh 

Gardiner, Smith 
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Eastern Meadowlark 

Dec 13 

1 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Lamond 

Rusty Blackbird 

Dec 20 

1 

Rattray’s Marsh 

A. Gray 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Dec 1 

1 

30 Bingham Rd.Ham. 

McLaughlin 


Dec 1-31 

6 

Brantford 

Galloway 


Dec 26 

q 

Woodland Cemetery 

Grays 

Pine Grosbeak 

Dec 26F 

1 

Kerns Rd. 

Richardson 


Dec 31 

2 

Dundas Valley 

Clark 

Purple Finch 

Dec 8 

2 

Hopkins Creek 

Lamond 


Dec 20 

1 

Dundas Valley 

Clark 

Pine Siskin 

Dec 6 

51 

Dundas Marsh 

ft 


♦ 
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THE WOOD DUCK 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication 
of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is 
produced by volunteer members of the club. 
THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times 
yearly from September to May inclusive 
and it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most 
welcome and should be addressed to the 
Acting Editor ('86-'87),Bruce Duncan, Box 
512, Caledonia, Ontario, NOA lAO (phone 
765-3322). Deadline for receipt of material 
is the first of the month preceding public ¬ 
ation date . Articles may be reprinted with- 
out permission but credit lines would be 
appreciated. Send Noteworthy Bird Records 
to Mark Jennings, ^f308 - 534 8 Lakeshore Rd. 
East, Burlington, Ontario L7L 4Z2, 


